
January 21, 1357 

DF. Francis J. Ryan 
ik rtment of %Oology 
Co!??bis University 
Yew York 27, F&w York 

Dear Francis2 

I was v+my glad to receive your letter of January I.7 and the nominaeion 
of Er. Hirota, iie have, of course, been following his work on F with some 
interest, but also unfortunately with some difficulty In reproducing his 
resulta. If he worked out nearly as well as Iino has we would be very 
fortunate to have him here. I a% certainly happy to entertain his applica- 
tion and I will write to Professor Kikkawa in those terms. 

As usual the rumors concerning our travel plans have been somewhat 
distorted. fLast year or the par before they had un M.np to Israel which 
was the first we knew about that. Esther and I have received Fulhricrht fmds 
to spmd a trrm at the University of "I:elbourne in the ‘T;;cpartznent of %cz ri- 
oloqy. I hope to use the occasion to sperrd some time in close contact with 
3urmt. This will be for the interval from Juzxz through September this 
summer. Se have also been able to get an additional one month leav from 
the university here and are thinking about using thiit free time for an cx- 
tended trip :o rrrturn from Xelbourm via India and Europe, Our plans in 
th2s regard have not yet crystallitedr ore of the eonsideratfons bc3.n~: the 
extra seven or cipht humired dollars m travel coots which we would have to 
find,in some fashion. Ze will therefore be on deck apain for the next 
academic year although we may not mt back until about the first of nctbor, 
1957. I hop that incorrect news of our plans Wxt par does not spread 
apain :!u4 h;tve the effect it did for example on rZlowes, who last year re- 
tracted an ai>plication to work with us on tI@  mws that we would be away for 
the entire year. 

'~+~e hop to be able to see you before we e&ark on this trip and we may 
have the followTng occasion. In Sarch TsCher and I are going to a series of 
conferencea in England. Ye are flyi-ng directly t;here from Chicaco via Paris. 
However, we hope to stop over at 1%~ York on the way tback which xi11 ti about 
the ft,.rst of April. Perhaps we can see y0u then. Until Lhsn, 

Yours sixricerdy, 

Joshua Lederberg 
Professor of Gonetics 


